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ATIONWIDE gasoline ration- 

ing, clamped on us because of 
the need of conserving rubber, is 
causing all of us to hitch up an- 
other hole in the war-economy belt. 
The shoe is beginning to pinch and 
we are going to do a lot of ouch- 
ing before we get used to it. We 
are going to have to make one 
gallon of gasoline do the work of 
two gallons in normal times. Can 
we do it? Inasmuch as we are go- 
ing to have to, we can and will. 

* * * 

WHICH prelude opens the door 
for columnar comment on the 
story from Tulsa—the “discovery 
of John B. McGay, who has ap- 
peared before the House Interstate 
Committee at Washington to tell 
how 250,000 tons of rubber can be 
saved by taking the inner tubes 
out of post-1935 cars. You can 
make a tubeless tire out of your 
casing if your car was made after 
1935 and has drop rims by putting 
a washer around the valve holes 
and screwing a valve into it, then 
inflate the casing and you can run 
on it, he told the committee. 

* * * 

TO ME IT seems to be about on 
a par with that bright idea of 
Westbrook Pegler—to take the 
bumpers off your car and throw 
them on the scrap pile. The House 
committee is said to be taking the 
idea seriously, but I’d suggest they 
take it with several grains of salt. 
I’m not an engineer but I know a 
lot of them in the rubber industry, 
so before I started to write this 
column I consulted one of them, 
and here’s what he tells me: 


“FOR THE LAST eight years 
passenger automobiles have been 
equipped with 15 and 16-inch 
diameter tires. It so happens that 
these drop-center rims are made 
with bead seats that are beveled 
in a manner that makes the tires 
fit tightly against the rims; in 
fact, so tight that the beads of 
the tires act as gaskets and seal 
somewhat against air leakage. 
Since the adoption of this type of 
rim it has been necessary for tire 
manufacturers to provide vents so 
air pockets would not be locked 
between the tube and the casing. 
If air is locked in this manner, it 
eventually seeps through the body 
of the tire, which is somewhat 
porous because of the cords. After 
seeping through the carcass, it 
would usually cause the sidewall 
or tread to separate and thereby 
start a tire failure. 


“THE IDEA of eliminating inner 
tubes is not new to tire engineers. 
It probably can be worked out 
satisfactorily with truck tires or 
with passenger tires made espe- 
cially for this purpose. However, 
to use passenger tires without 
tubes may result in a considerable 
loss of rubber in total. Passenger 
tires do not have a sufficient coat- 
ing of rubber inside to hold air. In 
many tires the cords are so ex- 
posed that it is quite likely there 
will be seepage of air through the 
body of the tire, and cause separa- 
tion of the tread and sidewall. 

“The War Production Board, in 
conjunction with the Office of De- 
fense Transportation, together with 
tire engineers, are giving this prob- 
lem every consideration. Until such 
time as WPB issues a statement, 
which will be forthcoming in the 
near future, TUBES SHOULD 
NOT BE REMOVED from pas- 
senger tires. To prevent adoption 
of hair-brained ideas that are be- 
ing proposed, WPB should act at 
once—not dally.” 

—Curis SINSABAUGH 


No Sales, Service Panic as Yet 


Gas Rationing Running Okay First Few Days, But Real Test Is to Come; 
Synthetic Rubber Production Is ‘On Schedule,’ WPB Avers; 
Ceilings Imminent on Used Truck Prices 


Although insufficient time has elapsed 
on which to base conclusions, a nation- 
wide check by AUTOMOTIVE NEWS corre- 
spondents last week showed little if any 
initial hysteria on the part of motorists 
as a result of gasoline rationing started Dec. 1. No final 
totals were available on the number of B and C cards 
issued in the previously unrationed states, but there was 
considerable indication that the percentages are running 
high in industrial and wide-open areas. 

New and used car sales were off sharply in most areas, 
along with decreased traffic, but much of this decline was 
attributed to a sudden cold snap which blanketed a wide 
section of the nation. In the sub-freezing areas, service 
volume naturally was above normal, while in other cities 
there was a slight decrease due to heavy pre-rationing 
service operations. While public conveyances were able 
to keep up with increased patronage, the real test is 
expected in the next 10 days when motorists’ pre-filled 
tanks are empty. 

x k * 


CHICAGO.—Inauguration of gasoline 

Service Volume rationing here, in combination with a 
Rises Sharply drop to zero weather, brought an esti- 
In Chicago mated 50 percent curtailment in the 
number of automobiles in downtown 

parking lots, with 40 percent fewer cars on the streets. 
Frigid weather also caused a rush to dealer service sta- 


Little Hysteria 
Noted as Gas 
Rationing Starts 





John Craig, director for Michigan, U. S. Employment Services, 
asserts auto mechanics are as essential as war workers and says 
Michigan USES will urge mechanics to stay on jobs (see story on 
page two). Automotive News urges dealers in other states to 
follow through. 





tions by owners changing over for winter conditions. 
Used car sales were reported sharply off, due to gas 
rationing and the temperature. Michael F. Mulcahy, ra- 
tioning administrator, forecast issuing of B and C cards to 
100,000 of the city’s 475,000 motorists. 
CINCINNATI.—About 10 percent of motorists in this 
locality have not yet registered for gas rations. Most 
boards have been liberal with B and C cards. Dealers 
blame gas rationing for noticeable drop in new and used 


car sales. Service volume continues strong, due to cold 
weather. 
xk & 
DENVER.— Automobile sales, both 
New, Used new and used, have slowed here due to 
Car Sales Off gas rationing. A goodly number of cars 
In Denver have been laid up by owners, since only 


about 70,000 A books were issued while 
over 100,000 passenger cars are licensed. Clarence H. 
Dams jr., Denver rationing director, reports 4,500 C cards 
have been issued up'to present, with 4,200 B books issued. 
Twenty-five percent of motorists asking for additional 


gasoline have been refused. 
(Continued on Page 2, Column 3) 


Old Problem . . . New Approach 


N example of how dealers can co- 
operate in furthering their individual 
campaigns for auto mechanics, while at 
the same time impressing on the public 
and mechanics their essential role in the 


secured. 


war effort, is the display newspaper delay .. 


advertising being used by 33 Milwaukee 
dealers. 

Ad copy stresses the statement of 
Joseph B. Eastman, ODT director, citing 
the essential work of auto mechanics, 
and at the same time makes this forth- 
right bid to repairmen: 


adjustments! 








News in Brief 


“E” For Dealers 

DETROIT.—Full credit for 
the survival of auto dealers thus 
far belongs entirely to the deal- 
ers themselves; factory helps 
have been only incidental to 
the overall picture, newsmen 
here were told last week by 
Ken B. Elliott, sales vice-presi- 
dent of Studebaker. Elliott 
credited dealer ingenuity and 
brainpower for the “magnifi- 
cent” job done by auto retailers 
since the war began. 


More Synthetic 

AKRON.—Another of the large 
scale government-financed syn- 
thetic rubber plants began pro- 
duction operations last week, it 
is reported by John L. Collyer, 
president of B. F. Goodrich Co. 
The new plant, located in Ken- 
tucky, will ultimately utilize 
butadiene made from alcohol 
and will shortly be in full scale 
production of general purpose 
synthetic rubber for use by the 
armed forces of the United 
Nations. 


New Power 

WASHINGTON.—A new Petro- 
leum Administration for War, 
headed by Secretary of Interior 
Harold Ickes, was set up last 
week by President Roosevelt. 
Ickes’ new power gives him 
regulation over all operations of 
the petroleum industry and 


gives him the right to deter- 
mine rationing for gas-shortage 
areas. Where gas is rationed 
solely to conserve rubber, Rub- 
ber Czar Jeffers will continue 
to make policies. 


Population Shift 


DETROIT. — Detroit’s heavy 
war production has attracted an 
additional $36,000 persons to 
this area in the past two years, 
U. S. census bureau reveals. De- 
troit, pacesetter for the nation, 
was followed by Washington 
with a gain of 231,000, Chicago 
with 149,000 and Los Angeles 
with 131,000, while the New 
York-Northeastern New Jersey 
area lost 365,000 in the period 
from Apr. 1, 1940 to May 1, 1942, 


CIO, AFL Agree 


WASHINGTON.—Looking to- 
wards a wartime reunion of 
AFL and CIO, peace committees 
of the two unions last week 
agreed to submit all jurisdic- 
tional disputes to a joint com- 
mittee of the unions. Labor 
raiding by both unions is ex- 
pected to be halted as a result. 


Work Resumes 


WINDSOR, Ont. — Following 
settlement of a seven-day strike, 
14,000 employes last week re- 
turned to work at Ford Motor 
Co.’s plant here. 





Amid reports that synthetic-rubber 
Synthetic Rubber production is lagging, a War Produc- 


Output Said to 


tion Board official said last week that 


Be “On Schedule” output of the various substitutes is 


proceeding ‘on schedule.” 


He de- 


“Highest wages paid and your future 
Working conditions at these 
new car dealers are the best. You'll have 
steady work and a fine income. 
. apply for work at once, and, 
if you know of other men, qualified like 
yourself, urge them to apply for such 
jobs, too, at once! 
won’t have to worry about postwar re- 
Millions of cars will then 
take to the road that need servicing and 
upkeep way beyond any past demands!” 


clared that, although synthetic is being produced in small 
quantities at present, the first large plants in the govern- 
ment’s 887,000-tons-per-year program are due to go into 
production in January. 

Even though slow deliveries on new-plant materials 
have slowed up the program in some instances, it was 
stated that the government has no intentions of going 
back on its “tires-for-all-essential-driving” promise. Some 
observers believe that the biggest bottleneck will develop 
in the recapping facilities, and that some vehicles may 
be laid up temporarily later in 1943 while awaiting recaps. 
(Rubber Czar tells Congress that 30,000,000 tires of all 
kinds, including recaps, will 
be available in 1943 for civil- 
ians; see story on page 2.) 

x k * 


Forecasting 
Price Ceiling similar action 
Due Shortly on used car 
On Trucks prices, OPA 
will soon 
clamp price ceilings on used 
trucks, trailers and _ semi- 
trailers, it appeared probable 
last week. The ceilings, it is 
understood, will probably be 
promulgated before Jan. 1, 
with similar action due on 
used car prices in the early 
months of 1943. 


Don’t 


In this work you 
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ATIONWIDE gasoline ration- 

ing, clamped on us because of 
the need of conserving rubber, is 
causing all of us to hitch up an- 
other hole in the war-economy belt. 
The shoe is beginning to pinch and 
we are going to do a lot of ouch- 
ing before we get used to it. We 
are going to have to make one 
gallon of gasoline do the work of 
two gallons in normal times. Can 
we do it? Inasmuch as we are go- 
ing to have to, we can and will. 

* * 

WHICH prelude opens the door 
for columnar comment on the 
story from Tulsa—the “discovery 
of John B. McGay, who has ap- 
peared before the House Interstate 
Committee at Washington to tell 
how 250,000 tons of rubber can be 
saved by taking the inner tubes 
out of post-1935 cars. You can 
make a tubeless tire out of your 
casing if your car was made after 
1935 and has drop rims by putting 
a washer around the valve holes 
and screwing a valve into it, then 
i the casing and you can run 
as he told the committee. 

* * * 

TO ME IT seems to be about on 
a par with that bright idea of 
Westbrook Pegler—to take the 
bumpers off your car and throw 
them on the scrap pile. The House 
committee is said to be taking the 
idea seriously, but I’d suggest they 
take it with several grains of salt. 
I’m not an engineer but I know a 
lot of them in the rubber industry, 
so before I started to write this 
column I consulted one of them, 
and here’s what he tells me: 


“FOR THE LAST eight years 
passenger automobiles have been 
equipped with 15 and 16-inch 
diameter tires. It so happens that 
these drop-center rims are made 
with bead seats that are beveled 
in a manner that makes the tires 
fit tightly against the rims; in 
fact, so tight that the beads of 
the tires act as gaskets and seal 
somewhat against air leakage. 
Since the adoption of this type of 
rim it has been necessary for tire 
manufacturers to provide vents so 
air pockets would not be locked 
between the tube and the casing. 
If air is locked in this manner, it 
eventually seeps through the body 
of the tire, which is somewhat 
porous because of the cords. After 
seeping through the carcass, it 
would usually cause the sidewall 
or tread to separate and thereby 
start a tire failure. 

* * * 

“THE IDEA of eliminating inner 
tubes is not new to tire engineers. 
It probably can be worked out 
satisfactorily with truck tires or 
with passenger tires made espe- 
cially for this purpose. However, 
to use passenger tires without 
tubes may result in a considerable 
loss of rubber in total. Passenger 
tires do not have a sufficient coat- 
ing of rubber inside to hold air. In 
many tires the cords are so ex- 
posed that it is quite likely there 
will be seepage of air through the 
body of the tire, and cause separa- 
tion of the tread and sidewall. 

“The War Production Board, in 
conjunction with the Office of De- 
fense Transportation, together with 
tire engineers, are giving this prob- 
lem every consideration. Until such 
time as WPB issues a statement, 
which will be forthcoming in the 
near future, TUBES SHOULD 
NOT BE REMOVED from pas- 
senger tires. To prevent adoption 
of hair-brained ideas that are be- 
ing proposed, WPB should act at 
once—not dally.” 

—Curis SINSABAUGH 


No Sales, Service Panic as Yet 


Gas Rationing Running Okay First Few Days, But Real Test Is to Come; 
Synthetic Rubber Production Is ‘On Schedule,’ WPB Avers; 
Ceilings Imminent on Used Truck Prices 


Although insufficient time has elapsed 
on which to base conclusions, a nation- 
wide check by AUTOMOTIVE NEWS corre- 
spondents last week showed little if any 
initial hysteria on the part of motorists 
as a result of gasoline rationing started Dec. 1. No final 
totals were available on the number of B and C cards 
issued in the previously unrationed states, but there was 
considerable indication that the percentages are running 
high in industrial and wide-open areas. 

New and used car sales were off sharply in most areas, 
along with decreased traffic, but much of this decline was 
attributed to a sudden cold snap which blanketed a wide 
section of the nation. In the sub-freezing areas, service 
volume naturally was above normal, while in other cities 
there was a slight decrease due to heavy pre-rationing 
service operations. While public conveyances were able 
to keep up with increased patronage, the real test is 
expected in the next 10 days when motorists’ pre-filled 
tanks are empty. 

x k * 


CHICAGO.—Inauguration of gasoline 

Service Volume rationing here, in combination with a 
Rises Sharply drop to zero weather, brought an esti- 
In Chicago mated 50 percent curtailment in the 
number of automobiles in downtown 

parking lots, with 40 percent fewer cars on the streets. 
Frigid weather also caused a rush to dealer service sta- 


Little Hysteria 
Noted as Gas 
Rationing Starts 


John Craig, director for Michigan, U. S. Employment Services, 
asserts auto mechanics are as essential as war workers and says 
Michigan USES will urge mechanics to stay on jobs (see story on 
page two). Automotive News urges dealers in other states to 
follow through. 





tions by owners changing over for winter conditions. 
Used car sales were reported sharply off, due to gas 
rationing and the temperature. Michael F. Mulcahy, ra- 
tioning administrator, forecast issuing of B and C cards to 
100,000 of the city’s 475,000 motorists. 
CINCINNATI.—About 10 percent of motorists in this 
locality have not yet registered for gas rations. Most 
boards have been liberal with B and C cards. Dealers 
blame gas rationing for noticeable drop in new and used 


car sales. Service volume continues strong, due to cold 
weather. 
x kk 
DENVER.— Automobile sales, both 
New, Used new and used, have slowed here due to 
Car Sales Off gas rationing. A goodly number of cars 
In Denver have been laid up by owners, since only 


about 70,000 A books were issued while 
over 100,000 passenger cars are licensed. Clarence H. 
Dams jr., Denver rationing director, reports 4,500 C cards 
have been issued up‘to present, with 4,200 B books issued. 
Twenty-five percent of motorists asking for additional 


gasoline have been refused. 
(Continued on Page 2, Column 3) 


Old Problem . . . New Approach 


N example of how dealers can co- 
operate in furthering their individual 
campaigns for auto mechanics, while at 
the same time impressing on the public 
and mechanics their essential role in the 


war effort, is the display newspaper delay .. 


advertising being used by 33 Milwaukee 
dealers. 

Ad copy stresses the statement of 
Joseph B. Eastman, ODT director, citing 
the essential work of auto mechanics, 
and at the same time makes this forth- 
right bid to repairmen: 


adjustments! 


































“Highest wages paid and your future 
secured. Working conditions at these 
new car dealers are the best. You’ll have 
steady work and a fine income. 
. apply for work at once, and, 
if you know of other men, qualified like 
yourself, urge them to apply for such 
jobs, too, at once! 
won’t have to worry about postwar re- 
Millions of cars will then 
take to the road that need servicing and 
upkeep way beyond any past demands!” 





News in Brief 


“E” For Dealers 

DETROIT.—Full credit for 
the survival of auto dealers thus 
far belongs entirely to the deal- 
ers themselves; factory helps 
have been only incidental to 
the overall picture, newsmen 
here were told last week by 
Ken B. Elliott, sales vice-presi- 
dent of Studebaker, Elliott 
credited dealer ingenuity and 
brainpower for the “magnifi- 
cent” job done by auto retailers 
since the war began. 


gives him the right to deter- 
mine rationing for gas-shortage 
areas. Where gas is rationed 
solely to conserve rubber, Rub- 
ber Czar Jeffers will continue 
to make policies. 


Population Shift 


DETROIT. — Detroit’s heavy 
war production has attracted an 
additional 336,000 persons to 
this area in the past two years, 
U. S. census bureau reveals. De- 
troit, pacesetter for the nation, 
was followed by Washington 
with a gain of 231,000, Chicago 
with 149,000 and Los Angeles 
with 131,000, while the New 
York-Northeastern New Jersey 
area lost 365,000 in the period 
from Apr. 1, 1940 to May 1, 1942. 


CIO, AFL Agree 


WASHINGTON.—Looking to- 
wards a wartime reunion of 
AFL and CIO, peace committees 
of the two unions last week 
agreed to submit all jurisdic- 
tional disputes to a joint com- 
mittee of the unions, Labor 
raiding by both unions is ex- 
pected to be halted as a result. 


More Synthetic 

AKRON.—Another of the large 
scale government-financed syn- 
thetic rubber plants began pro- 
duction operations last week, it 
is reported by John L. Collyer, 
president of B. F. Goodrich Co. 
The new plant, located in Ken- 
tucky, will ultimately utilize 
butadiene made from alcohol 
and will shortly be in full scale 
production of general purpose 
synthetic rubber for use by the 
armed forces of the United 
Nations. 


New Power 
WASHINGTON.—A new Petro- 
leum Administration for War, 
headed by Secretary of Interior 
Harold Ickes, was set up last 
week by President Roosevelt. 
Ickes’ new power gives him 
regulation over all operations of 
the petroleum industry and 


Work Resumes 


WINDSOR, Ont. — Following 
settlement of a seven-day strike, 
14,000 employes last week re- 
turned to work at Ford Motor 
Co.’s plant here. 





s Amid reports that synthetic-rubber 
Synthetic Rubber production is lagging, a War Produc- 
Output Said to tion Board official said last week that 
Be “On Schedule” output of the various substitutes is 
proceeding “on schedule.” He de- 
clared that, although synthetic is being produced in small 
quantities at present, the first large plants in the govern- 
ment’s 887,000-tons-per-year program are due to go into 
production in January. 

Even though slow deliveries on new-plant materials 
have slowed up the program in some instances, it was 
stated that the government has no intentions of going 
back on its “tires-for-all-essential-driving” promise. Some 
observers believe that the biggest bottleneck will develop 
in the recapping facilities, and that some vehicles may 
be laid up temporarily later in 1943 while awaiting recaps. 
(Rubber Czar tells Congress that 30,000,000 tires of all 
kinds, including recaps, will 
be available in 1943 for civil- 
lans; see story on page 2.) 

x *k * 


Forecasting 
Price Ceiling similar action 
Due Shortly on used car 
On Trucks prices, OPA 
will soon 
clamp price ceilings on used 
trucks, trailers and _ semi- 
trailers, it appeared probable 
last week. The ceilings, it is 
understood, will probably be 
promulgated before Jan. 1, 
with similar action due on 
used car prices in the early 
months of 1943. 


Don’t 


In this work you 
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Mich. USES Chief Rules— 


Mechanics As Vital 
As War Workers 


DETROIT.—John L. Craig, di- 
rector for Michigan of the United 
States Employment Service, has 
determined that automobile me- 
chanics employed by motor car 
dealers and garages are just as 
vital in their present jobs as are 
workers in war industries. 

This decision is the result of 
recent conferences between Craig 
and D. J. Hutchins, director of the 
Detroit regional office of the War 
Production Board. 

Because of the importance of 
their work in helping to keep 
essential cars and commercial 
vehicles rolling, mechanics will 


Army Assails 
Coercion in 


Hiring Mechanics 


DETROIT. — Having submitted 
evidence of coercion used by an 
Army post to hire dealers’ auto 
mechanics, NADA last week an- 
nounced that the Commanding 
General of Services of Supply had 
replied that an investigation is be- 
ing started. 

The General also told posts that 
Army recruiting must be kept 
“strictly to the recruitment poli- 
cies as outlined by the Civil Serv- 
ice Commission, since intimida- 
tion and coercion as a means of 
recruiting civilians cannot’ be 
countenanced by the Army.” 

In his letter to NADA, the gen- 
eral added a warning which all 
dealers are urged to keep in mind: 

“In view of the inroads made by 
the armed forces in the rapidly 
diminishing supply of available 
auto mechanics, it is suggested 
that your organization (NADA) as- 
sume the initiative in fostering a 
movement among your members, 
first, to employ as auto mechanics 
men who are above the military 
age, who are classified as 4-F by 
their local draft boards, who have 
two or more dependents, and 
wounded soldiers of this war who 
have been discharged for medical 
reasons, and secondly, a training 
program for women who would be 
interested im becoming auto me- 
chanics. 

“In this manner it may be pos- 
sible to replenish the available 
supply of auto mechanics.” 


Canadian Sales 


Off Sharply 


MONTREAL.—Sales of new and 
used motor’ vehicles, financed 
through Canadian companies dur- 
ing October, declined 63 percent in 
number from October, 1941, the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics re- 
ports. Sales in October totaled 
4,095 units financed for $1,351,123, 
against 11,107 vehicles financed for 
$4,891,438 in October last year. 


During the first 10 months of 
this year 59,642 vehicles have been 
financed to the extent of $22,426,584 
against 168,153 for $78,661,103 in 
1941 period. 


Number of new vehicles sold in 
Canada during October totaled 119 
for $90,013 compared with 1,903 
for $1,629,857 in October, 1941. 
Number of used _ vehicles. sold 
totaled 3,976 units for $1,261,110 
compared with 9,204 units for 
$3,261,581. 








Henderson Denies 


He Said ‘Traitor’ 

WASHINGTON. — Denying 
that he called opponents of 
gasoline rationing “ignorant or 
traitorous,” Leon Henderson last 
week offered “my apology to all 
honest opponents.” 

Rep. F. Edward Herbert, 
Louisiana Democrat, said: “I 
have carefully read Henderson’s 
radio script which he now ex- 
plains away. It is one of the 
most clever and most adroit 
pieces of vicious propaganda 
that has been perpetrated on 
the American public and as far 
as I am concerned, there is only 
one answer to it—resign.” 


be urged to remain on their 

present jobs. 

Within the past few weeks the 
Automotive section of the Detroit 
WPB office has been making an 
intensive study of the need of 
critical replacements and _ service 
manpower. In this checkup, it was 
revealed that the departure of such 
mechanics to other activities had 
swelled to huge proportions, There 
was a decrease of more than 40 
percent in the number of me- 
chanics available. 

In the meartime, conditions 
within the motor car industry have 
imposed a greater burden on those 
car dealers who are continuing in 
business. 

Demands for service have grown 
acute. Dealers in Wayne County 
report that they are turning away 
from 40 to 100 percent as much 
work as they are doing because 
of the loss of their skilled help. 

“Had this condition been allowed 
to continue,” Hutchins pointed out, 
“there was likelihood that many 
cars and commercial vehicles which 
are needed to carry workers and 
material to plants which are pro- 
ducing war goods would be laid up. 
Craig has recognized the gravity 
of the situation and has acted with 
utmost speed to correct it.” 

Craig has apprised the Detroit 
Auto Dealers’ Assn. of his action 
and of the offer of the U. S. Em- 
ployment Service to work with car 
dealers to obtain additional help 
for them. 

“This decision,” comments Henry 
Whiting, president of DADA, who 
is also manager of the Packard- 
Detroit Co., “comes in the nick of 
time. We were being harassed 
tremendously by this problem of 
labor shortage, and the Employ- 
ment Service has gone a long way 
to solve the problem for us. Had 
it been allowed to continue at the 
rate we have been losing men dur- 
ing the past two months, we don’t 
know how much longer our trans- 
portation could have continued 
without serious curtailment and 
eventual disruption. Motor car 
dealers are greatly indebted to 
both Mr. Craig and and Mr. Hut- 
chins for their prompt action.” 

K. B. Brown, president of Chrys- 
ler-Detroit Co., commented: “This 
step should do a great deal to allay 
much of the unrest among our 
mechanics who were feeling that 
they were slackers in continuing 
to work on motor cars when their 
skill might be utilized in building 
planes, tanks and guns. We think 
that they will now appreciate the 
fact that the work they are doing 
in keeping our motor vehicles roll- 
ing is as vital a contribution to 
our war effort.” 


WMC to Hold Hearings 


On Detroit Complaints 

WASHINGTON.—Public hearings 
and examination of employment 
practices in war industries will 
next be held in Detroit, St. Louis, 
Cleveland, Philadelphia and Bal- 
timore, it is announced by the 
President’s Committee on Fair 
Employment Practice, the operat- 
ing unit in the War Manpower 
Commission concerned with re- 
dressing grievances growing out of 
discrimination against war work- 
ers because of their race, creed, 
color, or national origin. 


Because of insistent and _ in- 
creased complaints from the De- 
troit area, the first of these hear- 
ings is scheduled for the Motor 
City in February or earlier if 
preparations can be completed, 
Lawrence W. Cramer, executive 
secretary of the committee, stated. 
The other hearings will be held at 
intervals of approximately six 
weeks. 


















































P. R. Tags on Rise 

SAN JUAN, P. R.—(UTPS)—There 
has been an increase in automobile 
licenses this year, in spite of war 
shortages and rationing of tires and 
gasoline. According to Insular Motor 
Bureau figures, 3,200 public cars, 2,690 
insured public cars and 14,280 private 
cars have received the paper license 
“‘stickers,"’ which this year substitute 
former metal plate licenses. 


It costs you about a penny-a-day to 
keep abreast of the automotive news— 
better renew ! 





Bill Authorizes U. S. 


To Buy Up Used Cars 

WASHINGTON.—A new pro- 
vision in the Ellender tire bill 
(S. 2560), just okayed by the 
Senate and currency 
committee, is that the President 
may direct the Defense Sup- 
plies Corp, to purchase used 
cars and used tires and to dis- 
pose of them or store them 
in any way deemed desirable in 
connection with the war effort. 

Definition of “independent tire 
dealer” in the bill, which calls 
for compulsory tire inspections 
and exclusive distribution of all 
tires through independent tire 
dealers, includes both automo- 
bile dealers and independent 
gasoline stations, according to 
NADA. 


Wash. Suspends 
Operation of Its 
Testing Stations 


SEATTLE.—In the wake of 
OPA’s program for tire and vehicle 
testing by official testing stations, 
the state vehicle testing stations 
suspended Dec. 1 in this state. 


Capt. James Moore, who was in 
charge in Seattle, warned motor- 
ists that “city ordinance still pro- 
hibits anyone from driving an 
automobile without proper equip- 
ment. That means that police have 
the power to arrest anyone driving 
a car without proper brakes, head- 
lights, tail light, horn or wind- 
shield swipe.” 

The closing order is to be effec- 
tive until March 1, at which time 
the order will be revised. 


Reasons for the discontinuance, 
for the time being follow: 


Elimination of duplication be- 
tween federal and state programs; 
saving motorists from using gaso- 
line and tires to drive to state sta- 
tions, particularly important tc 
rural car owners; diversion of 
existing manpower from the sta- 
tions to other more important 
tasks; reduction in the need for 
overall safety inspection resulting 
in decrease of speed limit from 
50 miles to 35 miles per hour, and 
the increasing difficulty being ex- 
perienced by car owners in obtain- 
ing replacement parts.” 


The state safety stations were 
established in Washington after a 
long campaign by those interested 
in traffic safety. 


2 ATA Meetings 
Set for Week 


WASHINGTON. — Meetings of 
two important committees of the 
American Trucking Assns, will be 
held this week at ATA headquar- 
ters here. 


The ATA executive committee 
has been called to meet Dec. 10 
to discuss a number of vital prob- 
lems affecting the trucking indus- 
try, it was announced. 

A special committee on truck- 
rail coordination will meet Dec. 
8-9 to consider recent developments 
related to coordination. On Dec. 
11, this special committee will 
meet with representatives of the 
Office of Defense Transportation, 
according to an ATA spokesman. 





Misalignment Is Found 


In 30% of B.C. 


VANCOUVER, B. C.—Blackouts 
and blackout restrictions are tak- 
ing a rising toll of auto accidents, 
according to Staff Sergt. H. S. 
Gray, head of the Vancouver, B.C. 
motor inspection station, who re- 
futes claims that despite the com- 
pulsory testing system accidents 
here are on the increase. 

“Such complaints arise from the 
fact that people do not realize we 
have no control over the actual 
number of accidents,” he said. “We 
take the percentage, in our figures, 
of defective vehicles involved in 
all traffic accidents over a given 
period, where the acicdent can be 
traced directly to some defect.” 

He pointed out that in 1938 this 
figure was 6.9 perecnt; in 1939, 4.7 
percent; in 1940, 2.7, and in 1941, 
5.8. 


Detroit’s Bus 
Parts Plan Is 
Declared Illegal 


DETROIT. — Answering Mayor 
Jeffries’ recent criticism on the cost 
of bus parts for the Detroit Street 
Railway system, Transit Busses, 
Inc., said last week that the city’s 
demand for special discounts would 
violate federal law prohibiting dis- 
crimination among dealers. 


Frank Geisler, vice-president and 
general manager of Transit Busses, 
denied that his firm was a sub- 
sidiary of the Ford Motor Co., as 
the mayor had charged when he 
said the Ford company “is trying 
to increase the costs of repair parts 
$87,000 a year to the city.” 

Geisler said Ford Motor Co. had 
no part in the controversy. He 
said his firm had allowed a special 
agreement between the Ford Motor 
Co. and John Hettche, a Ford 
dealer, in March, 1941, by which 
the city saved thousands of dollars 
on parts and service for Ford buses 
during the last two years. 


The agreement was made, Geis- 
ler said, because Hettche had a 
verbal arrangement with the city 
to furnish bus parts at certain 
prices before Transit Busses, Inc., 
took over national distribution of 
all Ford buses, parts and service 
in February, 1941. 


The arrangement made it possi- 
ble for Hettche to continue to pur- 
chase bus parts directly from Ford 
Motor Co. instead of from the au- 
thorized distributor, Transit Busses, 
and its dealer, Bob Ford, Inc., 
Geisler said. 

“We have gone out of our way 
to accommodate the city and Mr. 
Hettche, but we cannot allow this 
situation to continue because our 
dealers would object on_ the 
grounds that we are showing pref- 
erence to one who is not even a 
member of our organization,” 
Geisler declared. 


7 D. C. Fuel Stations 


Are Denied Gas 


WASHINGTON. — Following fla- 
grant violation of the War Pro- 
duction Board’s order L-70, which 
restricted deliveries of gasoline to 
filling stations to established 
quotas, the Homes Oil Co. -here is 
prohibited for a period of four 
months from accepting any mo- 
tor fuel at seven stations which it 
operates, or at any others which 
it might take over during the life 
of the penalty order directed 
against it, WPB announced last 
week. 

The suspension order states that 
the Homes company, a proprietor- 
ship owned and operated by Jacob 
and Minerva Homes, delivered dur- 
ing April, May and June nearly 
220,000 gallons of gasoline in ex- 
cess of permitted amounts. to 
stations which it operates in the 
District of Columbia. In addition 
to refusing any further gasoline to 
the company for the coming four 
months, the penalty order spe- 
cifically prohibits all others from 
making any deliveries to them. 


Perfect Circle’s Divvy 


DETROIT.—Directors of Perfect 
Circle Co. have declared a regular divi- 
dend of 50 cents per share on the 
162,500 shares of outstanding capital 
stock of the company, payable Decem- 
ber 24 to stock of record at close of 
business Dec. 4, 1942. 


’s Cars 


“While the last figure, 5.8 per- 
cent, at first appears to indicate a 
rise in accidents, and thus a fail- 
ure in the inspection system, this 
is not the case, since 3.1 percent 
of these accidents involved cars 
having partially or completely 
blacked-out headlights.” 
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Moulder Advances 
At International; 


Schumacher Rises 


CHICAGO.—P. V. Moulder, for- 
merly assistant domestic sales 
manager in charge of truck sales 
for International Harvester Co., 
has been appointed assistant to the 
second vice-president and will in 
the future act in a liason capacity 
between the home office and 
Washington. 

The appointment was announced 
by J. L. McCaffrey, vice-president 
of International Harvester Co. 

W. C. Schumacher, formerly as- 
sistant to Moulder in truck sales 
and more recently, western motor 
truck district sales manager with 
headquarters in San Francisco, has 
been brought in to take charge of 
motor truck sales. 


Advertising 


Newscasts? 

Chevrolet and CBS are dis- 
cussing a twice-weekly newscast 
series, with John B. Kennedy as 
commentator, Variety reports. 
Would hit air from 6:30 to 6:45 
p.m., Tuesdays and Thursdays. 


Appointed 


Earl R. billings, formerly sales 
and advertising manager of 
Everett Piano Co., South Haven, 
Mich., has been appointed adver- 
tising and sales promotion man- 
ager of Pennsylvania Rubber Co. 


Revenue 


In advertising revenue, News- 
week almost equalled the same to- 
tal for November, 1942 as for the 
full year of 1938. 

Here are the figures: November, 


1942, $400,000; full year 1938, $439,- 
000. 


Mouthful 


A patriotic mouthful is_ this 
paragraph (in 6 pt.) from current 


Standard Oil of Indiana advertis- 
ing: 


“Help Uncle Sam: Join the salvage 
drive . . . collect and turn in to the 
proper local organizations all your 
old scrap metal, rubber, rags, grease, 
etc. Share your car. Buy U. S. war 
savings bonds and stamps. Oil is 
ammunition—Use it wisely.” 

—Pete WEMHOFF 


He does not believe that it is 
possible to lower the proportion of 
accidents due to faulty mechan- 
ism below 2.7 percent. 

“This percentage would com- 
prise almost the number of cars 
in the city at any given time be- 
longing to non-residents,” he said. 

“Thirty percent of the cars we 
test are found to have wheels out 
of alignment,” he declared. In 
some cases we have been able to 
ra 3,500 miles to the life of the 
ires.” 


Rental Car Industry 


Frozen by ODT 

WASHINGTON.—ODT last week 
froze the rental car industry. The 
order affects approximately 300,000 
livery cars, 28,000 funeral cars and 
5,000 drive-yourself cars. 

The order provides that no per- 
son Or company not licensed in the 
rental car business as of Dec. 1 
may engage in the business, and 
that no person or company may in- 
crease the number of vehicles now 
engaged in rental service. 












































































